The Temporary Assistance to Needy Families or TANF program, which in 1996 replaced a program called Assistance to Families with Needy Children or what many called "welfare," is just one of many government services, benefits, and programs that in some way add to the incomes of or provide services to many socio-economic groups in society. The program offers minimal cash benefits and has extensive rules about the work of public assistance recipients that govern everything from the requirement that women report the names of their children's fathers to whether they may pursue education and training during hours when they are expected to be engaged in work activities in order to qualify for assistance.
Beliefs and values related to work and who should be doing it, its function in society, and marriage were important to the development of TANF, but long before that, "welfare" programs have reflected how government and society treat unmarried and married women with children and how society views poverty, the poor, work, and the role of government in addressing it. Assistance programs from mothers' pensions to Aid to Families with Dependent Children to TANF have had different goals, eligibility rules, and structures.
Today, the attempt to move public assistance recipients-many of whom are likely to have recently been employed -into work occurs in a context of a very difficult labor market that is particularly hard on low-income workers. This course situates an examination of TANF and its "Work First" programs first in the historical and political context of social welfare programs to understand how we arrived at what we have today and second in the context of the labor market to consider what options and likely outcomes there are for recipients of TANF.
Assignments:
1. Quizzes: 1-2 quizzes will be given testing knowledge of the material presented in class and assigned outside of class. 2. Policy brief: Each student will draft a brief of 3-5 pages making recommendations about how to revise either the federal TANF program, the program in New Jersey, or another state program.
